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SERMON. 



1. TIMOTHY IV. 16. 

Take heed unto thyself, and unto thy doctrine ; continue in 
them : for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself and 
them that hear thee, 

AN able and faithful ministry is one of the greatest 
blessings, ever conferred on the church of God. Aware 
of this, our Divine Redeemer, " when he ascended up on 
high, gave gifts unto men. To some, he gave apostles ; and 
some, prophets ; and some, evangelists ; and some, pastors 
and teachers ; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ ; till 
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ." Nor were the imme- 
diate successors of our Lord in the work of the ministry, 
under the guidance of his spirit, less mindful of the inter- 
ests of the church in this regard. St. Paul particularly, espe- 
cially by his Epistles to Timothy, has rendered the church a 
peculiar and imperishable service. He well knew the high 
importance of correct sentiments in order to right affections, 
and a holy practice. He also knew, that the purity and pros- 
perity of the church depended, not a little under God, on 
the doctrines taught, and tlie example, which should be set 
before men, by their religious teachers. That ministers, 
therefore, should possess the requisite qualifications for this 



sacred office, was a matter of the first im|)oi tance. We find 
him accordingly in these Episdes directing his attention />ar- 
ifcufcr^ to f/j«n, and in a very solemn and forcible manner 
enjoining on them, whatever is necessary for a faithful dis- 
charge of this highly responsible trust. 

In the chapter of our text, tha apostle informs Timothy, 
that in the latter times there would be a great defection from 
the truth. Many in the Christian church would apostatize 
from the faith of the fundameqtal doctrines of the gospel, giv- 
ing heed to false teachers, and embracing corrupt and perni- 
cious sentiments^ Against such teachers, and such sentiments 
he would have Timothy solemnly warn and guard the church. 
And that he might be properly qualified for thjs incumbent 
duty ; that he might know the truth, and preach with eflFect, 
the unadulterated word of life, in opposition to every false 
sentiment, the apostle exhorts him to study the holy scrip- 
tures ; to take heed to his doctrine and to himself. He would 
then meet the approbation of his Divine Master, and be likely, 
to save from error and ruin, those who heard him. " Take 
heed unto thyself, and unto thy doctrine ; continue in them : 
for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that 
hear thee." 

These words are not to be limited to Timothy. They 
equally concern his successors in office, in all ages of the 
church. To them, as toJiim, the Holy Ghost saith, " take 
heed to thyself, and to thy doctrine." In applying them, 
therefore, with reference to this solemn occasion, we shall be 
led to notice some of the requisite qualifications for the Chris- 
tian Ministry, leading to that fidelity in the discharge of duty, 
which is acceptable to God, and has a hopeful prospect of 
success, in the salvation of men. 

Pursuing the order of the text, we are led to remark, 
Ist. That he who would serve at the Altar, must take heed 
to himself; that he possess the qualifications, which the natuie 
of the office requires. These are natural and acquired. 



A sound miad, cultivated and improved by a good educa" 
tion, ought ever to be considered an essential qualification for 
(the christian ministry, " Not a novice," said an inspired 
apostle, " lest, being lifted up with pride, he fall into the 
comdemoation of the devil." Whatever may be pretended 
by the ignorant and self deluded, knowledge is an essential 
part of ministerial furniture ; and without it, no man is qual- 
ified for this arduous work. God forbid, that I should be 
understood to represent this as sufficient of itself ! But when 
sanctified by grace, it greatly conduces to the usefulness of a 
minister, and ought ever to be considered an appendage, 
essential to the office. This will materially aid him in sup- 
porting the dignity, and discharging the duties of his sacred 
ambassage. Indeed, no man can possess too extensive an, 
Acquaintance with human science for the ministry of recon- 
ciliation. Every new acquisition of knowledge will enlarge 
the mind, and extend the sphere of a minister's usefulness. 
Thfcre is nothing in the vast range of human science, which 
may not be turned by him to some good account in perform- 
ing the duties of holy vocation. Every acquirement of this 
nature may be useful for the illustration and establishment of 
truth, or the refutation of error. Accordingly under every 
dispensation of our religion, God has shewn his approbation 
of learning by calling some, who were eminent in knowledge, 
to the most conspicuous usefulness in the church. Moses 
was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was hon- 
ored of Jehovah, as the leader and lawgiver of his people. 
By him the Almighty humbled the pr«ud Pharaoh, and in 
holy triumph led Israel out of Egypt. Him also did the Holy 
Ghost employ, as the penman of a large and interesting por- 
tion of the inspired scriptures. Paul, whose labors in the 
church were more abundant, who as a minister of the cross 
was second to no one ever yet entrusted with the ministry of 
reconciliation, was educated at the feet of Gamaliel. His 
profound learning and commanding eloquence are conspicu- 



ous in all his Epistles ; and by the grace of God enabled him 
to combat error and establish the truth, with wonderful suc- 
cess. As he carried the gospel into almost every part of the 
earth, preached and wrote more than any one of the apostles, 
we may fairly conclude that he has rendered the church the 
most extensive and eminent service. A minister of Christ, 
then, ought to be a man of competent abilities, and extensive 
knowledge. 

A knowledge of the Jeamed languages, particularly those 
in which the scriptures were originally written, will greatly 
assist him in discerning the precise import of many parts of 
the word, and bring to his view some attracting beauties, 
which are almost necessarily lost in a translation. 

A general acquaintance with history, ancient and modem, 
sacred and prophane, is of eminent use to the christian min- 
ister. It not only enlarges his mind in the knowledge of men 
and things, but brings him acquainted with various windings 
of the human heart, and enables him to adapt his addresses 
with a fairer prospect of success. 

But a knowledge of the holy Scriptures^ a deep and 
universal acquaintance with these living oracles, is of 
pre-eminent importance. To these, therefore, should the 
ambassador of God direct his particular attention, both 
before and after entering on the duties of the sanctuary. 
" Search the scriptures," is the command of Jehovah, sol- 
emnly binding on all his followers ; but especially so, on such, 
as would serve at the altar. They are entrusted with the 
care of immortal souls, and have need to be well instructed 
in the will of God, that they do not lead men into by-paths, 
to wander and perish forever. It is required that the priest's 
lips should keep knowledge, and that the people should seek 
the law at his mouth. But how shall he impart to others, 
that, which he never possessed ? If he know not the mind of 
the Lord, how shall he inform him, who would inquire ? A 
minister of Christ is set for the defence of the gospel ; but 



how shall he execute that momentous trust, unless he be well 
versed in sacred theology, and able skilfully to wield the 
weapons by which this defence is to be made ? How else shall 
he silence the scoffing infidel, and drive from the field the 
enemies of the cross i Reason proclaims, he must in some 
measure be master of those evidences, both internal and ex- 
ternal, by which the religion of the gospel is proved to be of 
God. He will otherwise but betray the cause he is set to 
defend, and give the enemy occasion of triumph. 

But the minister of Christ must not only be a man of abil- 
ity and learning ; he must also be a man of correct and exem- 
plary life. " A bishop then," saith an inspired apostle, 
" must be blameless, sober, of good behavior, not given to 
wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre, but patient ; not 
a brawler, not covetous. Moreover, he must have a good 
report of them which are without ; lest he fall into the re- 
proach, and snare of the devil." The force of example is 
known to be of the most attractive and commanding influ- 
ence. This speaks with an eloquence peculiar to itself. If 
then the example of a public teacher be at variance with his 
holy profession, and the doctrines he preaches to others, it 
must necessarily fix on him, not only a charge of the vilest 
hypocrisy, but destroy tlie efficacy of the word preached. 
The enemies of religion will triumph. The Redeemer's 
cause will suffisr. Sinners will be hardened and embold- 
ened to continue in sin. And awful to tlynk ! their blood 
will be required at the watchman's hands. The nature of 
the office, the good of souls, and the prosperity of Zion, 
therefore, all require, that an ambassador of God be not only 
a man of inoffensive morals, but of conspicuous and attract- 
ive virtues. Aware of this, St. Paul commands Timothy to 
be " an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, and purity." 

The good minister of Jesus Christ has the glory of GoB 
and the happiness of men max Hi heait« These he considers, 



as the grand object of his ministry, for tlie attainment of 
tvliich, he is to account even life itself not dear to him. He 
feels his own weakness and need of divine help, and gives 
himself unto prayer, that the Father of lights would gracious- 
ly enlighten his mind to perceive his truth, and impart to him 
that wisdom, which is from above. 

Those who are entrusted with the care of souls, who are to 
instruct and lead others in the way of life, ©f all men, have 
need to be men of prayer. The arduous nature of their of- 
fice, the numerous difficulties which are inseparable from a 
faithful discharge of duty, the darkness of their own minds, 
the danger of leading their people astray, all solemnly demand 
it. And if they have a proper sense of the vast importance 
of their office and a right discharge of it, that God may be 
glorified, and the salvation of their people secured, they can- 
not but be such. 

Need I add, that the miniser of Christ must take heed to 
his own heart f That this be under the governing influence 
of the religion, he is to preach to others, is too obvious, It 
would seem, to need the support of a single argument. With- 
out this, it is easy to see, the best natural and acquired abili- 
ties are essentially deficient. Like a ship without rudder or 
ballast, they are exposed to every sea, and to every blast. 
By taking a wrong direction they are ever liable to corrupt 
the word of truth, and may prove the most serious injury to 
the cause, which they are called to defend. Besides, if the 
teacher be himself destitute of those hoty affections, which 
are the root and substance of all moral goodness, how shall 
he profitably teach and instract his fellow men ? If be have 
no saving experience of the nature and power of grace ia 
subduing sin and lectifying the heart, how shall he guide oth- 
ers in the way of truth and salvation ? If the blind lead the 
blind, will not both stumble and fall together into error, and 
irretrievable ruin ? Reason teaches, that he, who would guide 
others to the Lord Jesiis, shoidd^be himself experienced in 



every part of the wsy. Without such experience, we hesi- 
tate not to say, no man, however learned and otherwise great. 
is qualified to be a guide of souls, to plead the Redeemer's 
cause and transact the affairs of his gospel kingdom. In or- 
der to this, he must have felt the power of grace on his own 
heart. He will then be able to describe its nature and effects, 
and, acting under its influence, will spare no pains in per- 
suading men to embrace it. 

The man of experienced piety, other qualifications being 
equal, unquestionably, is much the most likely to answer the 
great end of the Christian ministry, in reconciling sinners to 
God. He knows something of the worth of souls, and the 
extreme danger they are in of being lost forever. And act- 
ing under the influence of that divine love, which breathes 
good will to men, he will think no exertions too great to bring- 
thsm to Christ. This will arm him against temptations to a 
life of indplence:. It will make him willing to be " instant 
in season and out of season." It will carry him often to the* 
study, and to the throne of grace ; to the houses of the prayer- 
less and secure ; to the chambers of the afflicted, the sick 
and the dying. He will then feel for every member of the 
flock, and will make their joys and sorrows in a sense his 
own. It will rouse into action all the latent energies of his 
soul, and imprpve them for his Master's glory and their sal- 
vation. 

A rational and well directed zeal in so glorious a cause is 
not unworthy the ambassador of God. T^e nature of his 
office, the worth of souls, and his Masters honor, solemnly 
urge to it. It gives a consistency to his eflbrts in reconciling 
sinners to God, and sheds a lustre around the cause with- 
which he is entrusted. Does he ask for an example ? Let 
him turn his eyes upon the Apostle of the Gentiles. Hbw 
ready to forego his own ease and worldly interests, to encoun- 
ter the most formidable difficulties and dangers, to suffer, 
and even to die, that the gospel might be preached, and dying- 
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sinners saved ? Let the minister of the cross imbibe this no- 
ble spirit ; let him " go and do likewise." 

These are qualifications of high importance for the christian 
miiistry; and it deeply concerns every one who would be 
clothed with so sacred a trust, to take heed to himself^ that 
he possess them. He must also in the 

2d place. Take heed to his doctrine. 

An essential and important branch of ministertal labor is 
preaching the Word. " Go ye into dl the world," said the 
risen Jesus to his disciples, " and preach the gospel to every 
creature." And the aposde charges Timothy, " preach the 
word." Again he says, " though we, or an angel from heav- 
en, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed." " For we are not 
as many, who corrupt the word of God ; but as of sincerity 
but as of Gob, in the sight of God, speak we in Christ." 
From these and other passages of holy writ we learn, that 
ministers are to preach, and what they are to preach. They 
are to preach, not themselves, the inventions of their own 
distempered minds, " but Christ Jesus the Lord ;" the pure 
unadulterated doctrines of the Bible. With singular propri- 
ety, then, does the apostle command the teachers of religion 
to take heed to their doctrine. 

The Bible is the exhaustless source from which they are t© 
derive their religious instructions. This contains the will of 
God concerning our guilty world, and he explicitly requires 
that his ministers faithfully declare it to his people. From 
his mouth they are to take the word, and give the people 
warning from him. And while on the one hand, they are not 
to teach for doctrines the commandments of men, on the oth- 
er, they may " not shun to declare the whole counsel of God." 
The Holy Ghost saiih, that '" all Scripture is given by inspi- 
ration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness ; that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
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works." Doubtless he knew what doctrines are for the edi- 
fication of the church, and what are best adapted to convince 
and convert sinners to Christ. And if nninisters keep back 
essential truth, under whatever pretence, they do it at their 
peril. They betray the cause, they are set to defend, and 
awful will be their account. 

Equally deficient, perhaps, is that mode of handling gospel 
truth, which confounds, and leaves no distinct impressions 
on the minds of hearers. Though born in th^ midst of gos- 
pel light and with the holy scriptures in their hands, it is well 
known to those who as ministers are conversant with their 
fellow men, that for the most part, while unenlightened by the 
spirit of grace, their views of gospel truth and the way of 
salvation by Christ are at best extremely confused and defi- 
cient. What need therefore have they of having them often 
>and distinctly unfolded to their view \ How otherwise shall 
they see their wretchedness and remedy, and be persuaded to 
embrace it? " The whole need not the physician, but they who 
are sick." Sinners must first see themselves in a sickly per- 
ishing condition, before they will seelc in earnest for help. 

In his endeavors to bring them to this, the christian teacher 
will have occasion to unfold to their view the wretched con- 
sequences of the human apostacy. " By one man sin hath 
entered into the world, and death by sin ; and so death pas- 
sed on all men, for that all have sinned." " They are alt 
gone out of the way ; there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one." All, then, bynature are involved together in one com? 
mon state of moral ruin. Having lost the image of Goi>, 
and derived from their degenerate parents a corrupt and sin- 
ful nature, they have none oif the requisite qualifications ibr 
the kingdom of heaven. On the contrary, as violators of the 
holy and perfect law of God, they lie exposed to its tremen- 
dous curse, which dooms the guilty offender to undescribable 
and ceaseless ruin. In this deplorable state the gospel finds 
them,and kindlyfurnishes a glorious aadall -sufficient remedy. 
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It presents to their view an infinite and eternal Saviour, who 
is the Son of God, and God the Son ; and therefore " able 
to save to the uttermost all who come to God by him.' 
Whatever was necessary to prepare the way for the forgive- 
ness of sins through him, on terms of condescending grace, he 
has effected. Proclamation of this inestimable truth is made 
in the gospel. " For he hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin ; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him." For God -o loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." Faith then in the 
blessed Son of Goo is the gracious term on which salva- 
tion may be had by all who hear this joyful sound. This 
faith produces love to God, and good will to men ; breaks 
the sinful heart of stone, and excites deep and bitter repent- 
ance for sin ; moderates the sinners love of the world, and 
raises his aflfections to things above ; breaks the chain which 
bound him in the service of iniquity, and produces humble 
obedience to God. He is then born of God, and in Christ 
Jesus, by a justifying and saving faith. " Old things are 
passed away, behold all things become new." 

To effect this radical and glorious change in the sinner's 
heart and life is the peculiar office of the Divine Spirit ; and it 
is usually wrought through the medium, and by his blessing 
attending the means of grace. For this end, as a fruit of the 
Mediator's purchase, he is sent into this wretched and 
ruined world. And, as a source of unfailing comfort 
his promise to believers is, " I will never leave you. Be- 
cause I live, ye shall live also." Such is the power, and 
such are the happy effects of gospel truth, when clearly 
unfolded, and in the hands of this Divine Agent. Can 
we wonder then, that the Holy Ghost saith to the minis- 
ter of Christ, take heed to thyself and to thy doctrine f Such 
attention, however, previous to entering on the public duties 
of his office, is not enough. He must, in the 
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3d place, Persevere, both in a correct personal deportment, 
and in preaching the unadulterated truth of God. " Take 
heed to thyself and to thy doctrine ; continue in them." 

The propriety and vast importance of this branch of the 
exhortation forces itself on the reflecting mind at first view. 
The same considerations combine to urge the Christian min- 
ister to persevere in these duties, which demand his attention 
'to them at first. The glory of Goi>, the advancement of the 
Redeemer's kingdom, and the salvation of men, are objects 
of the same undescribable moment, " yesterday, to-day, and 
forever." For the attainment of these, he is vested with 
the sacred character ; and is to study and preach, and pray, 
and spend, and be spent. And can he need any further ex- 
citement to persevering fidelity than his Master's command ? 
In the concluding words of the text he has it. " For in doing 
this thou shah both save thyself, and them that hear thee." 

By taking suitable heed to himself, to his own heart and 
life, he acquires, through grace, the character of a good man ; 
and by a faithful persevering discharge of his sacred trust, he 
secures his Master's approbation. Nor shall he go unre- 
warded. The approving smiles of heaven await him. His 
own soul shall be redeemed from the power of death. A 
crown, a crown of glory, an exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory, is reserved for him. And not only shall his own sal- 
vation be secure through grace, but he may humbly hope for 
the additional reward of seeing many of his dear flock gath- 
ered by his labors under the Redeemer's saving wing; the 
joy of which, to the godly minister, is by such more sensibly 
felt, than can be described. How vastly important is it then 
that the unmixed truth of God, and the whole truth, be clearly 
stated, and solemnly urged on the hearts and consciences of 
sinful dyin g men ? And what commanding motives are here 
presented to him with whom the dispensation of the gospel 
is entrusted, to persevering fidelity in this glorious work ? 
With considerations like these in view, well might an holy 
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apostle, in the face of every attending difficulty and danger, 
exclaim, " none of these things move me, neither count I 
my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course 
•rith joy, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God." Well 
jnight the host of holy martyrs, who sealed with their 
blood the precious doctrines of the cross, triumph over the 
iaggot and the fire. And well may every minister oF Christ, 
animated by such hopes as our text inspires, set his face as a. 
£int against every opposing enemy, and in the strength of the 
Lord of hosts resolve, amid the most formidable discdurage- 
meats, on a course of persevering fidelity. " To spend and 
be spent" in such a cause, how honorable, how glorious ! 
Then may he who is thus honored, in the closing scene, 
adopt the triumph of St. Paul, and exclaim ; " I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished «y course, I have kept the faith j 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge shall give me at that 
day." 

Several inferences of particular concern to ministers and 
people are naturally suggested by this subject. But omitting 
these, some addresses common to the occasion will close. 

My first respects are due to the aged and venerable Pas- 
tor of this diurch, who, for many years, has presided over 
them in the Lord. 

We rejoice, respected Sir, that GoD has protracted your 
.days and continued your labors in the ministry to so advanc- 
ed an age. Much do we congratulate you on the prospects 
of this day< Having long had the charge of this people in 
the Lord, and continuing still the Pastor of this church, it is 
natural to suppose you feel a lively interest in their welfare, 
and a deep concern to see them provided with a good minister 
of Jesus Christ, before you leave the world. We rejoice 
that it has pleased the great Head of the church to direct and 
dispose their hearts to the choice of a man of so aml^le a 
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temper, and so well qualified, as a colleague Pastor, to succeed 
you in this arduous work. We trust you will be to him a 
father, and that he will be to you a son. The Lo&D grant 
that you may be a rich blessing to each other, and to thist 
church and people. May your life and usefulness, dear sir,' 
be still protracted. May you Still exhibit to the world, that 
" 7V?th the ancient is wisdom ; and in length of days under^' 
standing:" May your " days speai, and the midiitude of 
your years teach wisdom.^ May the comforts and consola- 
tions of the gospel you have so long ministered to Other?;' 
be your support under all the trials of life and the burdens oF 
age. And when your sun of life shall set, may it- go down 
with a bright and animating prospect of another, and endless 
day. Then may you appear glorious in the eyes of the- 
X.ORB, and your God be your strength and portion forever. 

My affectionate notice is next due to the Pastor elect, wh» 
is now to be ordained over this fibck of GoD. 

My Dear Brother, 

The interesting moment to which you hav« long been 
looking forward, I trust with a trembling praying heart, has 
arrived. You are now to be solemnly separated to the pe- 
culiar service of Christ, and vested with an office the most 
dignified and deeply responsible, which was ever conferred on 
mortal man. You are to be employed, not in the service of 
Ae kings and rulers of this world, not in composing^ the lit- 
tle discordant interests of states and empires, but in the ser- 
vice of the K ING of kings, and in reconciling and prepatiiig' 
men for the imperishable honors of that kitigdom, ' which is- 
spiritual and eternal. Prom him your commission is to 
derive ; and to him you are to be accountable for every mea- 
sure you pursue, and every word you utte'r relating to it. Oa 
the manner in which you execute this momentous trust, great 
things are depending. If faithful to your Master, his gldry 
ivill be secured, and there is a hopeful prospect that his re* 



16 

voiced subjects will be reconciled to him and saved forever* 
If you neglect his interest and trifle with his message, the 
concerns of his kingdom will sulFer. Sinners will be encour- 
aged and confirmed in their rebellion, and the most tremen- 
dous consequences will follow. Such, dear sir, and so deep- 
ly responsible is the office with which you are now to be 
clothed. Well then may you tremblingly exclaim, -who is 
suffctent for these things ! 

But, my brother, you will remember, that you are not cal- 
led to encounter these formidable difficulties in your own 
strength. He who calls you to this service is Lord of all; 
and therefore able to support you in it. And for your en- 
couragement, has he not said, " fear not ; lo I am with you 
alway, even unto the end." If faithful to your trust, " though. 
Israel be not gathered, you will be glorious in the eyes of the 
Lord, and God will be your strength." The salvation of 
your own soul will be seciu-ed, and a crown of glory confer- 
red on you. 

Your Master's glory, your own happiness, and the salva- 
tion of this people, then, who are now to be committed to 
your special care, all urge you to toAe heed to yourself, and- 
ta your doctrine ; that you may acquit yourself acceptably, 
in this holy and benevolent service. What a glorious as- 
semblage of the most noble and animating motives ? Who, 
would not willingly spend and be spent for the attainment of 
such sublime and imperishable objects ? Go ye forth then, 
say brother, in the strength of the Lord of hosts, leaning by 
fiuth on his almighty arm, supported and encouraged by the 
promise of his presence, and enter cheerfully the field of 
ministerial labor. Here you will find no place for indolence 
or worldly ease, but enough to be done to employ all your , 
time and all your talents. Your Master's kingdom is if pos.- 
sible to be built up, and the salvation of this people secured. 
The people of God are to be instructed, comforted and pres- 
^d forward in their way to heaveo» Sinners are to be made 
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acquainted with their wretched condition, as involved in sin 
and moral ruin, exposed to the curse of God's righteous law, 
and sure to perish, unless they be born again^ and spiritually 
united to Christ. 

These, my brother, are weighty concerns, solemn and pres- 
sing, as eternity. From an Intimate acquaintance with you, 
^ I aiTi persuaded it will be j'our persevering endeavor to be 
found faithful ; and as a servant of the most high God to 
shew unto this people the way of salvation. Consequently 
on the one hand, you will avoid abstruse and unintelligible 
speculations, which were never calculated to inform the minds 
or mend the hearts of the hearers. On the other hand, you 
will I trust gfuard against that loose declamatory style of 
preaching, which leaves little or no distinct impression of the 
vast importance of divine things on the minds of men, and 
therefore does but trifle with their salvation. But you, dear 
Sir, have not so learned Christ. You will endeavor to feed 
the flock of God with the sincere milk of the word. For 
virhat is the chaff" to the wheat ? Take heed then to yourself, 
and to your doctrine ; that j-ou may both save yourself, and 
those ivho hear you. 

We wish you a long and successful ministry. In love and 
peace may your life and ministry be spent among this people. 
And when called to givs up your stewardship may you 
meet the welcome, and receive the reward of the wise, and of 
those, who turn many to righteousness, who shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and as the stars forever and ever. 

Brethren and friends of this Church and Congregation. 

God is showing you this day that he is not unmindful of 
his church and cause. The interests of Zion lie near his 
heart, and he will never forsake her. The gates of hell may 
threaten and things look dark for a season, but they shail 
not prevail. Weeping may endure for a night, but joy com- 
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eth in the morning. After having Ueen long destitute of the 
stated ministry of the word, you have now the pleasing pros- 
pect of enjoying, as in time past, this inestimable blessing. 
Much do we rejoice with you on this auspicious occasion, and 
mingle with your's our fervent ascriptions of praise to God 
and the Lamb. Your recent laudable exertions in erecting 
and consecrating to the service of religion this sacred edifice ; 
followed by a zeal, worthy of so good a cause, in resettling 
the gospel ministry among you, notwithstanding the present 
afflicted and embarrassing state of our country, we cannot but 
view as hopef^l indications, that the Lord is indeed with you. 
God in his providence is sending you a man to take the 
charge of this flock, who, to some of us, is well known ; and 
who, we confidently trust, will prove a rich blessing to you 
and your dear children. Brethren, behold the man ! the 
man of God, the man of your prayers, and of your choice ! 
He comes to you at your call, ia the name of the Lord of 
hosts, to take the charge, not of your little worldly interests ; 
but of your precious and immortal souls. The covenant, 
which is now to be entered into between you and him, Is of 
the most responsible and endearing nature. The charge he 
is to receive is solemn and weighty, ds eternity. You will 
remember, he is to watch for your soulsy as one who must 
render an account ; and cursed be the man who doeth the work 
of the Lord deceitfully. Awful will be the consequences, if 
he shun to declare to you the whole counsel of GoD. It will 
be at his peril, and most dangerous to his hearers, if he han- 
dle the word of God deceitfully, and cry peace, peace, when 
there is no peace. If his heart be light with God, he dare 
not do it. Let him then freely speak to you the Lord^s mes- 
sage, and " take heed how you hear." Remember, the word 
he imparts will be to you a savor of life unto life, or of death 
unto death. Grant him a patient and candid hearing, and 
with a praying heart search the scriptures daily, that you 
may know the truth and importance of what hfe delivers. 
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Whatever is agreeable to the unerring twort/ be sure to receive, 
and count him not your enemy because he tells you the truth. 
His labors will be numerous, and pressing. My brethren, 
expect not too much of him, especially in the early part of 
his ministry, and in a way of visiting from' house to house. 
The study must necessarily engross a large portion of his 
time, that he may bring beaten oil into the sanctuary. Break 
not his heart by a cold neglect of his ministry ; but encour- 
age and strengthen his hands by an exemplary attendance on 
the word and ordinances. Support him by your influence 
and liberality ; and give him no occasion to complain, that he 
spends his strength for naught and in vain. In a special man- 
ner, forget him not in your daily addresses to the throne of 
grace ; and see that you receive not the grace of God in vain. 
So may you and your Pastor be built up together in holy love, 
adorned with every christian grace, and be the crown of each 
Other's joy, when this world shall be no more. 

My venerable Fathers and Irespected Brethren in the 
ministry. 

How great is the work to which God in his providence 
hath called us, and how solemn our responsibility ! The Lord 
of hosts hath called us into his service, and sent us with im- 
portant messages to men. Have we delivered them with that 
fidelity, which his honor and their salvation demand ? Why- 
then are not our people more generally reconciled to him, and 
devoted to his service ? Is it because the word preached is 
not mixed with faith in them who hear it ? or is it because 
wc have handled the word of God deceitfully ? Have we la- 
bored in our studies with that persevering diligence, which 
pur Master's business and the good of souls require ? From 
the labors of the study and the devotions of the closet, have 
we proceeded to the pulpit in the fulness of the blessing of the 
gospeil of Cljrist, regardless of every other consideration 
than his glpry, and the salvation of our hearers ? 



20 

Men are usually not inactive in pursuing the little moment- 
ary concerns of this dying life. We see them encountering 
the most formidable difficulties, and pressing forward in the 
very face of danger, with an unconquerable rssolution, ia 
pursuit of the mere bubble of worldly honor or riches. 
And shall we be indolent or indifferent in a cause, which has 
the glory of the eternal CJoD and the salvation of our perish- 
ing fellow men for its object, and in which all heaven has been 
engaged for more than five thousand years ? No, my breth- 
ren, God forbid that we should thui trifle and betray the 
cause with which we are so sacredly entrusted ! Let us rath- 
er, warmed with the love of souls, and confiding in Almighty 
grace, gird on the armour of light and become encreasingty 
valiant, as difficulties multiply, for the Lord of hosts, and the 
salvation of dying men. Then shall we appear in character 
as the ambassadors of heaven, and though Israel be not gath- 
ered, yet shall we be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and 
God shall be our strength. 

This large and respected assembly will indulge me a word 
in the close. 

Fellow travellers to the grave, and to the world of spirits. 
Hpw great is the love of God to sinful dying men ! The 
Lord looked down from heaven and beheld the race of man 
involved in sin and ruin. No human eye was found to pity ; 
no created arm could impart relief. The time was a time of 
need, and a season of love. The bowels of Jehovah yearn- 
ed for the creature's misery, and his own arm brought 
salvation. He gave his own and only Son to be the propitia- 
tion for our sins, and sent him into this Wretched world to 
shew us the way of salvation. By his owik obedience and 
blood, the Son of God hath honored the law, which we have 
broken, and opened to us a new and living way of access' to 
his Father's love. Every obstacle to your salvation is re- 
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moved, except what exists in your own breasts, and the-voice 
of eternal love is crying after you, Come ; for all things are 
now ready ; come, that you may receive the remission of your 
sins, and live forever. This is the message with which 
Christ's ministers are charged. This we now declare to you 
in the presence of heaven and earth, and as his ambassadors 
beseech you, in Christ's stead, to receive it, and be reconciled 
to God. If, dear sirs, you accept this message and com- 
ply with our Master's request, you are made forever. Gor> 
is your friend, and heaven with all its weight of glory your 
portion. If you spurn the benevolent offer, and continue to 
reject the Savior's grace, all is lost, and you will perish with- 
out hope. We tremble at the thought, and in the name of 
God renew the offer of pardon and eternal life. Will ye 
then, O yc perishing immortals, throw down the weapons of 
your rebellion at the foot of the Redeemer's cross, and be 
reconciled to God ! Or will you, in the very face of such" 
melting love and such perishing need, resolve still to continue 
the unequal warfare, and rush madly on to certain and eternal 
ruin ,' As ambassadors for Christ, we wait to know the issue 
of our Master's message. We wait to know if you will re- 
ceive his grace and give yourselves away to him. O blessed 
(Jay, and blessed occasion, if this may be the case with but 
one perishing sinner in this great assembly ! Some attending 
angel shall stretch his wings and bear the joyful news speedi- 
ly to heaven. All the angels of Goo shall rejoice and be 
glad ; for lo ! yonder sinner was dead, and is alive again ; was 
lost, and is found! And the vast assembly of the spirits of 
just men made perfect will join in the rapturous acclamation, 
and cry, Amen s Alleluia. Praise ye the Lord. 
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THE CHARGE, 

BT 

THE REV. MR. BULLARD, 

OF PEPPERELL. 

Dear Sik, 

BEING now consecrated tx> the work of the gospel 
ministry, by prayer, and the layiug on of the hands of the 
presbytery, it is incumbent upon me, by the voice of this 
venerable council, to remind you of the high r6spoilsibiUty of 
the sacred office, with which you are invested ; and to charge 
you to take heed to yourself, to your doctrine^ and to the 
Jlock, over which, in conjunction with our aged and beloved 
brother,* the Holy Ghost hath made you an overseer. 

When you consider the difficulty ^nd importance of the 
station in which you are placed ; when you meditate upon 
the account, which you must hereafter give, as one set for the 
defence of the gospel, and to watch for souls ; well may yoa 
exclaim with Paul, "who is sufficient for these things ?" But 
be not dismayed. If your heart is in the work before you, 
as we hope and trust it is, our Divine Master, without whom 
we can do nothing, will not leave nor forsake you. His gra- 
cious promise to his apostles, " Lo ! I am with you alway, 
even to the end of the world," is applicable for the support 
and encouragement of ervery upright and faithful minister 
in his house, from generation to generation. 

Go on in the strength of the Lord, witching and praying, 
daily, that you may not be found among those, who will be 
constrained, severally to saejf in the decisive hour, " They 

* Rev. Joseph Kidde&. i 
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made me keeper of the vineyards ; but mine own vineyard I 
have not kept." 

Keep thine heart with all diligence, and live circumspectly, 
redeeming the time. " Be thou an example unto believers, 
in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in pu- 
rity." Strive to commend yourself to every man's con- 
science in the sight of God. "Be wise as a serpent, and 
harmless as a dove." 

That you may be a scribe well instructed to the kingdom 
of heaven, sit down at the feet of Jesus, and learn of Him. 
Receive the word at His mouth, and preach His gospel to 
every creature. " Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed^ rightly dividing 
the word of truth." 

Knowing the terrors of the Lord, labor to persuade mea 
to turn them from the error of their ways to the wisdom of 
the just. After the example of Christ, fervently call sinners 
to repentance, intreating and beseeching them in His stead to 
be reconciled unto Gob. While you thus strive to be an in- 
strument in the hand <A the Divine Spirit of making ready a 
people prepared for the Lord ; you will speak words of 
comfort to the household of faith, and feed the sheep and feed 
the lambs of Christ's £ock, with food convenient for therai 

*' It is required in stewards that a m^n be found faithful." 
As a steward in the house of God, you will bear it on mind 
that while meat is for men, milk is for babes. 

Shun not to declare all the counsel of God, as far as 
your understanding is, at shall be opened to understand the 
scriptures. Keep nothing back which is profitable for your 
heapers, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever Jesus 
hath commanded us. 

Preach the unsearchable riches ef Christ ; and by sound 
speech, which cannot be condemned, labor to promote the 
kingdom founded in his atoning blood, which is righteous- 
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Cease not to 
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teach and to preach Jesus Christ, in the - temple, and from 
house to house. " Be instant in season, out of season ;" 
whether it be seasonable to thyself or not ; " reprove, rebuke, 
and exhort, with all long suffering and doctrines." 

Contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints 
by our Lord and his apostles ; but in doing this, keep in 
mind these words of Paul the aged, to the church at Corinth, 
" Not that we have dominion over your faifli ; but are helpers 
of your joy." 

In the discipline of the church, take the word of Christ 
for your guide ; and let wisdom and prudence, meekness and 
love, tenderness and impartiality, mark all your steps. "Take 
heed lest in rooting up the tares you root up the wheat also." 
In dealing with offenders, exercise the feelings of benevo- 
lence, and, by the law of kindness on your tongue, shew that 
you act with a view to the interest of the Redeemer's king-: 
dom, and to their spiritual and everlasting good. In every 
sermon, and in every act of discipline, remember this injunc- 
tion of Peter upon the elders of the churches, and the gra- 
cious promise with which he enforces it upon them. " Feed 
the flock of God, which is &mong you, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre, but 
of a ready mind : Neither as being lords over God's heritage, 
but being ensamples to the flock ; and when the chief Shep- 
herd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory, that fad- 
eth not away." 

In the administration of the special ordinances of the gos- 
pel, baptism and the Lord's supper, confine yourself to such 
as have a visible right to these seals ©f the covenant of grace ; 
making a distinction between the holy and profane, the pre- 
cious and the vile. 

Should you, in the course of providence, be called to assist 
in setting apart others to the work of the evangelical minis- 
try ; lay your hand ;Siiddenly on no man ; but duly attend to 
tiie character, tq the creed, and to the ability of the candidate 
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self pure in this matter, by committing the treasure of the 
gospel to faithful men only, who have so learned Christ, as to 
be able to teach others the way of salvation by Him. 

At the close of the religious services of the sanctuary, you 
"will remind the perple that, " all are blessed of God, who 
hear his word and keep it ;" and'fervently bless them in th? 
name of the Lord. 

To excite you, dear sir, to keep this charge, and in all 
things to fulfil the ministry, which you have received of the 
X.ord Jesus, testifying the gospel of the grace of God, with 
plainness and fidelity ; daily recollect that " we have this 
treasure in earthern vessels," and that Christ saith to each, of 
His ministring servants, " Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life." Amek. 



THE RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP, 

aV THE 

REV. MR. HETWOOD, 

OF 

DUNSTABLE, (Ms.) 

BLESSED be God, that when men had forfeited his 
favor by sin, he was pleased to devise a way for their restora- 
tion unto him through the mediation and atonement of his 
coequal, coessential, and coeternal Son ; that he also was 
pleased to provide the means for gathering into his spiritual 
kingdom, here on earth, such as will be eventually saved by 
him. The principal of which means are, the institution of 
his holy Sabbath, the revelation of his will in his word, the 
gospel ministry, and the gift of his Holy Spirits 
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The Sabbath, thr Spirit, and ihe Word, since the com- 
pleting of the scriptures, are continually the same ; but the 
ministry of the word is shifted from hand to hand, as differ- 
ent perhO;.s ia the diflFcrent ages and generations of men, are 
inducted into the important ofH^e. Probably because there 
m St ',e frequent chan jes of persons in this office, God has 
app iued a particular mode of induction, and exercised a 
special providence in regard to the qualifications, of the am- 
bassadors for Christ, and put it into the minds of those who 
will be pastors after his own heart, to seek the requisite 
qualifications, and given them an earnest desire to be employ- 
ed in the good work. He also exercises the same providence 
in regard to the satisfaction of those, who have been prior 
to them in the office, that they are qualified for it, that they 
are called, and accepted of God in it. 

This venerable Council, in whom is invested the right and 
power of ordination and induction iirto the sacred office of 
the gospel ministry, having found it to be their duty to sep- 
arate you, sir, to the solemn and important work, by prayer, 
and the laying of their hands upon your head, in manner 
as taught by examples in scripture and in the usages of the 
churches of Christ ; and having appointed unto me this part,, 
1 do now in their name and behalf, dear bt^other, give you 
this right hand as 9 token of our satisfaction, that you are 
called of GoD to the office and work of the gospel ministry. 
And we do heartily welcome you into our society as a fellow 
laborer with us in the vineyard of Christ, and as having ths 
same powers, rights and privileges with us, in all things 
pertaining to the sacred office. 

This brotherhood will we maintain with you,, and this cor- 
dial friendship will we exercise towards you sO long as you, 
regard the solemn obligations, which you arc now laid under, 
and faithfully perform the duties, and maintain the charac- 
ter of a minister of Christ, and we expect the same will be 
maintained, and exercised on your part towards us. 
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May you have wisdom given you from above to guide you 
into all truth, that you may be enabled to perform every 
part of ministerial duty with fidelity to Christ, who has now 
placed you as a laborer in this part of his vineyard. May 
you be a scribe well instructed, and able to give every one a 
portion in due season. May you watch for souls as one, 
who expects to give an account. May you seek the good of 
this Church and People, and cultivate peace among them, 
over whom the Holy Ghost has made you an overseer, and 
walk before them in all the commandments and ordinances of 
the Lord blameless. 

May you have grace sufficient to carry you creditably 
through all the scenes, which are before you, whether pros- 
perous or adverse. ^ / 

May you live long and see the work of God prospering in 
your hands, winning many of every age and class of people 
to Christ ; and when you have done your services here, and 
shall be gathered to the people of God, may you have many 
souls as the seals of your ministry, and as your crown of re- 
joicing in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

Brethren of the Church, beloved in the Lord, 

We would join our hearts with yours in blessing and 
praising God for his merciful kindnesses towards you, in pre- 
serving you through so long a partially destitute state ; in 
not suffering your name to be blotted out from among the 
churches of Christ by the adverse scenes which you have 
passed through ; that he has preserved the life of his aged 
servant, your senior pastor, by whose instrumentality, you 
have had, at times, the pi«eached word, and the gospel ordi- 
nances administered to you j that yoa have had him here 
with you, notwithstanding his partial separation ; that no 
trials have lessened his affection for you ; but that he has 
been disposed to visit you in time of sickness ; and, when 
under bereavements, to pray with and for you, and to admin- 
ister comforts to you, by his own sympathy, and from the 
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.^ord ot" God ; that you still live with him, and ha\ ■:'xh(f at>- 
pearance of spiritual life among you, -s ^ 

WecongjatuUite you nluch on the late increased sen& of 
tlw^'hiTjKirKitice of jlivi^ institutipn%, that y'oa^with othei* In- 
habitants of the toWnyShave been succeeded in your endeavors 
to erect an.feouseo|:WorslMp, whose foundation and building 
ihereon a^ muctf larger than those of the- fiiist r and whose 
finishri^g and adornnoents bespeajk a.re^ard fur Him, to whos^ 
worship it ba» beea dedicated* 

.^l^eulso congratulate you on nhe degfei^, of union, with 
which you Iri^e been favwed in your s)pttlljinrterit_>of anotKer 
gospel minister ij^ communion '^with your senior pq'^kf^ We 
tmsl Vdu were di*se«ted by divine, wisdom in your choice 
andjjpat h^wh^sPjoow^' set oyer y^, is set ov^j^.yjw in tl\e 
X.0RD, sHid iliat he. wul^rove no be a pastor after Gob's owtt 

Pf JWay ydWever conduct ^gj^h kindness, and christian be- 
nevoleni^e towards , hina^ strengthening his haiids, and en- 
.Scouraging his hea|t jnthe gieat and arduous work, in whicfe 
he isengagcd. 

May you always rewember, that he is a partaker of human 
frailty, and be not hasty In ^fcilaniing and censuring him for tri- 
fling faults ; but seffk to cover his f^ults^ as far as is consistent^ 
with^me mantle of chi;istian charity. 

May you attend di igently and carefully on his teachings 
seeking. to profit by thenri be edifiid, builPtip, and establish- 
ed ia> the laith of Christ, your divine |5<ii^or ; hi increased 
in mimb^^i <(fjd in graces^, atjd under his wise and pious ad- 
ministi aliens, ti)e ccmtin«t:?;aspi^ituil')iouEe, an holy Irabita- 
fion uf GoD, And may yV^^nd yottr children long erijoy 
tbt blessings of God in, and wjxh your Pa-itor, aud be pre- 
pared to; pa. takc4(rith hini o|the reivards, ii^ii^^are promise* 
to die faitiilul ia )^eiTaal* glon^ A»EM« '.}; "' 



